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GAO BYLAW, Article 18. Annual Dues

The annual dues payable by each category of membership shall be in such amount or amounts and determined and collected in such manner, as may from time to time be decided by the Board. Any Member that is in arrears of payment of annual dues to the Association for any fiscal year of the Association shall cease to be a Member of the Association and shall not be considered a Member in good standing of the Association. Upon payment of all arrears such Member may be reinstated to membership if it so requests and the Board so approves.



GAO MISSION STATEMENT
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]
The Golf Association of Ontario is the Provincial Sport Organization for golf.  We share a passion for golf, preserve the past, build the future, and champion golf’s best interests for everyone who enjoys the sport.


GOLF ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO – 2012 MEMBERSHIP CONTRACT
APPLICATION FOR SEMI-PRIVATE CLUB (Category I)

Semi-Private Club:  Defined as having ‘members’ in addition to allowing green fee play.   The minimum number for a 9-hole facility is 40 adult members and the minimum number for an 18-hole facility is 60 adult members.  All GAO/Golf Canada membership cards are issued through the club. Please refer to www.gao.ca for full information on all categories of membership.
‘Members’ are — individuals who purchase a season pass or yearly pass, a shareholder at the club, a corporate member, a full member, a member of the men/women or senior’s sections, and anyone else who is not a casual green fee player or public golfer.
 
GAO/Golf Canada MEMBERSHIP FEES – (HST will be added to all fees)

ADULT Male/Female   $ 25.00 per member (GAO $15 + Golf Canada $10)	
JUNIOR Boy/Girl   $ 15.50 per member (GAO $10 + Golf Canada $5.50)

NOTE:  Clubs using the Handicap Service - add $3.50/adult, $2.00/ junior

MEMBERSHIP COUNT

Adult Male Membership 			Adult Female Membership	

Junior Boy Membership (18 or younger as of August 3, 2012)	 	

Junior Girl Membership (18 or younger as of August 3, 2012)	 	


PAYMENT POLICY & AGREEMENT

· Member Clubs will be invoiced for the current year during February based on current membership information.  Included with the invoice will be a Letter of Intent that must be signed by the club official.
· Member Clubs must submit the signed Letter of Intent and payment to the GAO office no later than April 30th each year.  Payment can be made in two installments in the form of:
· Post-dated cheques for June 1 and June30 
· Authorization (including expiry date/security code) to charge Visa or MasterCard (note: credit card transactions are subject to a 2% service charge).
· Actual membership numbers will continue to be monitored throughout the season.
· A Member Club who has not fulfilled the payment commitment by the dates noted above will be deemed a non member and will no longer receive GAO services until payment is received in full. Membership in the GAO for the following year will require payment of the outstanding invoice from the previous year.  

CONDITIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERSHIP

· Member Clubs are required to pay for all golfing members.  See definition of ‘member’ above. 
· Member Clubs shall not assign or sell membership cards to non-members; penalties will be applied to Clubs who do not adhere to GAO policies. 
· Member Clubs are expected to support the programs of the GAO by agreeing to periodically host events conducted by the GAO.  This support encourages the development of amateur golf and strengthens golf in Ontario.
· Member Clubs are to inform the Association of any changes at the Club throughout the year and re-apply for a change of membership status if/when necessary.
· Member Clubs will submit a signed Handicap License Agreement that acknowledges that your club complies with the requirements of the RCGA Handicap System.
· Member Clubs are responsible to appoint a Club Representative.
· Member Clubs must conform to the National and Provincial by-laws of the Golf Association of Ontario and Golf Canada.  


OFFICIAL DECLARATION 


“I declare that the information submitted on this 2012 GAO Membership Contract is correct to the best of my knowledge, and completed to the best of my ability.  I have also read and understood all policies and responsibilities of a GAO Member and shall maintain the Club/Course as a Member in good standing with the Golf Association of Ontario.  I further understand that only GAO/Golf Canada Member Golf Clubs in good standing have the right to use the RCGA Handicap System, Course Rating Systems and related trademarks; such rights terminate should the Club cease to be a Member of the GAO/Golf Canada. By providing my signature below, I further consent to allow the use of said information for the purposes as outlined in the GAO Privacy Policy.”  Please visit our website at www.gao.ca for full disclosure of the GAO Privacy Policy.

Certified By 		Signature	
	 

Club 		Date		



GOLF ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO 
2012 SEMI-PRIVATE CLUB FACT SHEET

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Registered Name of Club: 		

Mailing Address: 		

		

		

Courier Address: (if different than above) 		

		

Telephone  			Club General Email	

Pro Shop Phone		Pro Shop email		

Staff Contact  			Staff Contact email	


TITLE	NAME	CONTACT INFORMATION (email and phone) 

General Manager 	/		

President 	/		

Accounting	/		

Golf Pro	/		

Superintendent 	/		

Men’s Captain	/		

Ladies’ Captain 	/		

Men’s Handicap Chair	/		

Ladies’ Handicap Chair	/		

JR Program Chair 	/		

Banquet/Function 	/		

GENERAL INFORMATION 


Number of Holes _________ Year Club Established __________ Architect 	
Are Banquet/Dining Facilities Offered?   YES NO If yes, what is the seating capacity? 	

Does the Club participate in the Future Links Program? YES NO  	JR Membership Offered  YES NO 
Does the Club run a Junior Camp/Program?    YES NO  	Instruction Available 	YES NO 

Is the Club interested in hosting a Championship or Qualifying Event?  YES NO 
Putting Green	YES NO    	CPGA Lessons	YES NO  	Practice Net	YES NO 

Chipping Area	YES NO     	Driving Range	YES NO  	Bunker Area	YES NO 
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Member Club Handicap License Agreement

By virtue of this Letter of Agreement, the ________________________________________________________________
Is hereby authorized by the Royal Canadian Golf Association (RCGA®) and Golf Association of Ontario to use the RCGA Handicap System and issue RCGA Handicap Factors® in accordance with the procedures set forth in the RCGA Handicap System™ Manual.  The club is also hereby authorized to use and promote the official RCGA Course and Slope ratings as issued to the club by the authorized provincial golf association.
For purposes of this Agreement, a “golf club” is defined as an organization of at least fifteen individual members (for administrative purposes, the authorized provincial golf association may require a higher minimum number of members) that operates under bylaws with a Handicap Committee and other committees as required to supervise golf activities, provide peer review, and maintain the integrity of the RCGA Handicap System.  Members of a golf club must have a reasonable and regular opportunity to play golf with each other.  They must be able to return scores personally, and these scores must be readily available for inspection by others, including but not limited to fellow members and the club’s Handicap Committee.  The golf club must be a member in good standing of the RCGA and the authorized provincial golf association.

In consideration of these mutual rights and obligations the parties agree as follows:

1. This license shall commence when executed by the RCGA® and shall be effective through 4 years after signage (the “Term”) provided the golf club remains a member in good standing of the authorized provincial golf association and the RCGA during the term. Thereafter, this Agreement may be renewed only upon written agreement of the parties hereto.     

2. Upon the effective date of this Agreement and throughout the Term, the club shall comply with all provisions of the RCGA Handicap System manual including, but not limited to, those items in the Compliance Checklist in Section 8 of the manual. 

3. The club shall ensure that all Handicap Factors issued under the terms of this Agreement are issued pursuant to the requirements established by the RCGA Handicap System, as set forth in the current RCGA Handicap System Manual, including any amendments thereto that may be from time to time adopted.  

4. Within two years of execution of this Agreement, the club must send a representative to attend a Handicap System seminar conducted by the authorized provincial golf association or RCGA and pass a test exhibiting knowledge of RCGA Handicap System and its policies. 

5. The club acknowledges that, with the exception of the terms “RCGA”, “RCGA Handicap System”, “RCGA Handicap Factor”, “Handicap Factor”, and “Factor”, which are trademarks of the RGCA, the trademarks and service marks used in the RCGA Handicap System Manual are the property of the United States Golf Association (USGA), used under license by the RCGA (hereinafter referred to as the “Marks”). As the owner of the RCGA trademarks listed above and licensee of the USGA Handicap and Course Rating Systems and related trademarks, the RCGA has the sole right to authorize the use of those marks within Canada and has the corresponding duty to ensure that those who are authorized to use such systems and trademarks do so in a manner which preserves the integrity and reliability which the public associates with these systems, the RCGA and the USGA. Subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this agreement, the RCGA grants the club the non-exclusive, non-transferable right to use the Marks and the Handicap System during the term of this Agreement. The club agrees that:

(a) Nothing herein shall give the club any right, title, or interest in the Marks or Handicap and Course Rating systems (except the limited rights granted to the club pursuant to and in accordance with this Agreement);

(b) It will use the Marks only in the manner prescribed from time to time by the RCGA;

(c) It will permit the RCGA, or authorized provincial golf association, upon reasonable notice, to inspect the club and its operations for the purpose of controlling the quality of the golf club’s use of the Handicap System and related Marks.





6. The golf club shall refer to any and all handicaps issued by it as the RCGA “Handicap Factor”, “Handicap Factors”, “Factor” or “Factors.”  In addition, all references by the club to the RCGA Handicap System shall use the term “RCGA Handicap System” and all references by the club to course ratings shall use the terms “RCGA Course Rating” and “RCGA Slope Rating”.

7. With respect to RCGA Handicap-related functions which the club may not perform itself, including but not limited to the posting of scores, (e.g. third party software service; postings by an individual member), the club shall supervise the performance of those functions to ensure that each member uses the RCGA Handicap System in strict compliance with the RCGA-approved procedures set forth in the current RCGA Handicap System Manual, including any amendments thereto that may be from time to time adopted.
  
8. The RCGA or authorized provincial golf association may terminate this Agreement upon written notice, effective immediately, if: a) the club ceases to be a member club in good standing of the RCGA and authorized provincial golf association; b) RCGA determines in its discretion that the requirements of the RCGA Handicap System are not being followed by the club, or c) the RCGA determines that the club is in breach of any term or condition of this Agreement.

9. All information requested under this Agreement should be sent to the Golf Association of Ontario.

10. This Agreement supersedes all previous agreements and authorizations to use the RCGA Handicap & Course Rating Systems and related Marks.

If these conditions are acceptable to the club, please have the Handicap Committee Chairman or delegate indicate agreement by signing this Letter Agreement and returning it to the Golf Association of Ontario


ACKNOWLEDGED AND AGREED TO:
By:_____________________________________________ 	_________________________________________________
Printed Name of Handicap Committee Chairman		Signature of Handicap Committee Chair

(Name of) Golf Club:     _________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City:	_______________________________    Province:  ____________________	Postal Code: _________________

Reviewed by:

_____________________________________________ 	__________________________________________________
Name of Authorized Golf Association			Signature of Authorized Golf Association Representative 

Approved by:

By:_____________________________________________ 	__________________________________________________
Name of RCGA Representative				Signature of RCGA Representative

Date Authorized: __________________________________
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